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WASHINGTON. DC 2051 H204

November 13. 2002

The Honorable Donald L. Evans

Secrotary
United S~ Department of CoIIDDercc
Room 5854
14th & CODltitution Ave., NW
W~sbington, D.C. 20230

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I am writing to di8euss several issues 1"i th re&pect to th$ pending appeal of the N cw Yark
Department of Statets decision that the propo8=d route for the Millelmium Pipeline i.s
inconsistent with the State's Coastal Manaacment Program.

1 want to start by thanking the Department of Commerce and the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Admil1istranon (NOM) for agreciDg to ho14 a pubtic hearing in Westl'.hestet
County. I hopc that NOM md the Departmant \ViU listen to the vCI)' credible COn(;ernSIhAt
have been. raised with tesp~t to the proposOO route from Bowline across the Hudson River and
south to Mount Vemon. It is vital that these concerns be j ustly and fairly addressed.

Let mo mention som~ or tho most J«ioUB issues that have been raised, by Ute N~ Yorlc
Depanmcnt of State 8110 others, rei8rdiDS the proposOO pipeline route. FiIJt, the pipelinc route
approved by the Fe4era1 Enm'gy RegulatOry Commission (FBRC) poSellerious IiIks to thc New
Croton Reservoir and tho Bryn Mawr Siphon section of the Catskill Aqueduct, endangcriDg the
water supply of millions of downstate -idents. FERC hal if8elf ackAowledged that a rupturc of
the aqueduct would create a threat to public health, sanitation, aod fire fighting eapabiljty. h1
addition, CrotoJJ.-on.Hudson's shallow wdl field is also imperilcd, and it serves more than 7,000
people. S~ond. the unique nature ofthc Hav~w Bay Signiiicant Coastal Fish md Wildlife
Habitat req~ Ip~ial consideration- With re8pa;t to DaUona1 SQ;urity issues, it is important for
NOM and the DOPIrbDent to give ~roper w~t to tho posaibility of terrorist attack.
Unfortunately. FE:R.c's gcnerlo ~atmCDt oftbis possibinty doe~ not creatc t;onfidence that the
specific ri8ka have becn adequately a88es8od.

With these isSUM in mind, I have \II1itten to you before to call your attontiM to suggested
alternative ro~tes. A variety of altema1ivcs have now beeas AUbmitted to the Department for
review on appcal. They must be givou the catoful conlideration they deserve.

From the perspec.nve of wy CODStitUCDts, the routing i..uca djS('.U5&ed heR are
c.ornpoundcd by1bc manyadditional issues -idanti:fiod dwing PER.C"s te,fiew -tbat have not
been tdeqUatcly resolved. Thesc include the pr0p08ed pipelli1e" s proximity to Briart;Ijff Manor
schools and the JJ1diu Point nuclear powu planta. the efrocts of blasting in northern
W estc bester, thc absence of appropriate teating to rule out the presence ofha11nfu11evels of
dioxins along the Consolidated Edi&on right~f-way, and possible damage to Consolidated
Edi3On' s olectric b'anSInisaion faci1itiel. Tho fact that .ucb a decply troubling set of issues
I'aI11BiDS ouu-=a --afta- years of &tudy and comment -underlincs yot apin the need for a
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COmprehmS1ve regiona1 a1Rgy pl- Tbi. tegiGB iJ in ~ al divme C&1eI'IY supp1ies. and I
finnly beJjeve tbat we ~ ~~1iaD 1his JOIl wi~ut dOIIIdiAI tbe ~~t or iII1poi.;.,
the h~1th~ Jecmity ad 8*Y ofN.' Yorkm.

11\aDk )'OU for your ~t af:!~~~D to these i~. IIUi I look fotWsrd to )t)1Ir re8JX'ns~

Sm=oe]y)4t)UrI,

~~~~.f.r.-
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Washington. O.C. 2D230
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The Honorable Hillary Rodham Clinton
United Slates Senate
Washington. D.C. 20510

Dear Sel1ator Clinton;

Thank you for your recent letter Tegarding the Millennium Pipeline Company's administrative
appcal filed under the Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) and currently pending before the
Department of Commerce. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
processes many aspects of CZMA appeals for the Secretary of Commerce. and therefore was
asked to respond to your lettcr.

Your letter raises various concerns that have been expressed by the State of New York or other

entities opposcd to the route ofMillennium'5 proposed pipeline. In this regard, you request that

we give careful consideration to alternative routes that have been identified in materials
submitted for Millennium J s administrative appeal.

Although we cannot comment on the merits of an on~oing admi11istrative appeal, please be
assurOO that we carefully review all infonnation contained in the appeal record. Millennium's
appcal raises a number of issues for the Secretary's consideration, one of which involve.~
reasonable alternatives. Infonnalion about a1temative pipeline routes would bc relevant to a
finding by the S~retary on this matter.

We wjll include your Jetter in the administrative record and encourage the submission, by the
close of the public comment period on De<;ember 2,2002, of any additional infolDlation that you
beljeve would be helpful in deciding this appeal. I

Thank you again for your thoughts on this important issue.

Sincercly,

James R. WaJpole
General Counsel


